Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a
www.u3a.co
Information Sheet for February 2021
Editor: Dave Rogers Email editor@u3a.co

CALL FOR INFORMATION
If you have enjoyed an online lecture, informative or entertaining video or virtual tour please
send in the web address to the Editor with a short review to share with our members in the
forthcoming newsletters.

Dave Rogers

ZOOM Meetings
Chat 1.45 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Notices 2 p.m. to 2.15 p.m.
Talk at 2.15 p.m.
Date

Speaker

Title

18th February 2021

Meriet Duncan

Honey Bees

18th March 2021

Howard Slater

History of Rock and Roll

Summer Holiday 2022 - Julie Leach
Motts have booked the same holiday for 2022, June 9th – June 13th.
A date for your diaries!
Timetable

Morning

Afternoon

Day 1

Pick Up from Home
Bourton-on-the-Water

To Aztec Hotel, Bristol

Day 2

S.S Great Britain

Dyrham Park

Day 3

Cardiff Castle

At Leisure in Cardiff

Day 4

Berkely Castle

At Leisure in Bristol

Day 5

Depart for Home
Lunch Stop Cirencester

Afternoon Stop
Chedworth Roman Villa
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Simon Reeks – Chairman
The good news for the month is that the vaccine rollout is moving on apace and I know that many of
you have had your first jab. The even better news is that, at long last, you will be getting rid of me as
Chairman (stop cheering at the back). As below, we will be holding our AGM by Zoom at the May
monthly meeting having worked our way through the legal position. Having now been Chairman for 4
years (1 year over the pre-Covid constitution rules), I am delighted that Geoff Short has agreed to be
nominated in my place. Nominations are invited for all Committee roles - full AGM details are attached,
any queries etc. please contact our Secretary, David Mummery.
It is good to see that groups are reopening for Zoom meetings, Family History led the way, followed by
Local History, with History of Transport now due to hold their first meeting, along with the Gadget
Group having face-to-face help sessions online. All other group leaders, please think about how you
could hold Zoom meetings in future – please contact me to discuss how to go forward. Also, have a look
at the two flyers attached for the latest Thames Valley Network talks.

Jim Wilding – History of Transport
We are trying a “reopening” of the group with a zoom talk by Cyril Parsons on “Railways of Aylesbury
Vale” at 10.30 on Thursday 25th February. I will email the link for you to enter the meeting. Should this
exercise prove successful I will try to establish a monthly programme to see us through till we can meet
again! Thanks to Cyril and to Simon, our “Zoom Host”!

Dave Rogers – Editor
The Advent of the Computer Driving Licence
In January 1971, I became a Lecturer at Dunstable College (currently an annexe to Bedfordshire
Central College) in its Business Studies Department. This allowed me to take up the new Hatfield
Polytechnic Day Release course that led to an M. Sc: in Computer Science after three years study. If
you can’t beat them, join them and undermine from within. My initial application for the M. Sc: course
in 1971 was rejected on the grounds that priority had to be given to candidates from Hatfield’s Local
Industry. However, I was accepted onto the second intake and took my place in September 1972.
The year’s delay in enrolment at Hatfield Polytechnic proved to be momentous.
Public transport links between Luton and Hatfield had disappeared thanks to Dr
Beeching. I needed to become mobile and, so, driving lessons were undertaken.
My driving instructor happened to mention that it was fortunate that I was not
sitting the driving test years ago, as then I would need to know what was under
the bonnet in order to repair mechanical faults. Nowadays, all I needed to do was
join the AA and a squad of expert mechanics would appear to get me home. This
was the answer that I had been seeking. Joe Bloggs needed to be taught how to
drive a computer in order to obtain a computer driving licence – he did not need
Computer Science in any shape or form.
For my M. Sc: I had to produce a project that was “relevant to a candidate’s work
place”. Mine would be the design of a computer-driving course. I graduated in
June 1975 with a working prototype for my computer-driving course but it was
far from being a commercial product. It took another three years before my work
was published by McGraw Hill in May 1978.
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Preface to Sam’s Snacks – January 1978
“Today, the general public consider a computer to be a
mass of electronic devices which are so sophisticated that
they are capable of controlling a rocket to the moon and
back. Similarly, at some stage in the development of the
motor car, the general public must have considered it to be
equally as complex a machine. Yet, today, hardly anyone
thinks twice about learning to drive.
As a motor car has five main controls, (gear lever, clutch,
brake, accelerator and steering wheel), so a computer
system contains five main programs (DATA VET, SORT,
FILE UPDATING, FILE INTERROGATION and FILE
MAINTENANCE). In this Package, we shall not learn how
to write these programs, but concentrate on how to use the
programs (drive the computer) with sufficient skill to
enable us to pass a test. This test, like the motorist’s, is not
an end in itself but a gateway so that we can give directions
(specifications) to computer programmers to build future
business systems that meet our requirements in performing
the routine tasks of business.
Just as we cannot learn to drive without a car, so we cannot use this Package without a mainframe
computer which possesses the programs supplied in the Teacher’s Package.”
Rave Reviews appeared in the Times Educational Supplement. I was King of Further Education
Computing until 1980. The advent of Interactive Computing on an IBM PC as opposed to Batch
Processing on Mainframes meant that a whole new philosophy for the PC had to be developed. In
September 1981, I joined the staff of Harrow College of Further Education at Hatch End (now Harrow’s
Art Centre) to take charge of a new two-year full time BTEC National Diploma course in Computer
Studies.
RSA approached me to pilot their new Computer Literacy and
Information Technology (CLAIT) course as they had
“converted” my Sam’s Snacks concept for driving mainframe
computers (five system building blocks) into a philosophy for the
Personal Computer (IBM PC or its clone). Driving was a skill
and, therefore, for a student to obtain a computer driving licence
it was necessary for them to demonstrate that they could use
certain skills in Word Processing, Spreadsheets and Databases.
Today there are fifteen applications available including
Computer Art, Desktop Publishing, Graphical Representation,
Computer Aided Design, Music Technology and On-Line
Communications. By September 1983, I had been appointed as
the RSA CLAIT Regional Co-ordinator for North London and
was busy, running weekend courses for secondary school
teachers and FE lecturers. Naturally these people wanted more
than an attendance certificate to show that they had
participated. It was essential to produce an RSA Teaching
Certificate that could be undertaken, once a week, in evening
classes with a successful outcome obtained after a year’s study.
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Development of such a certificate, with my help, took place in 1984. Between 1985 and 1987, I trained
all the secondary teachers and lecturers that wanted to know how to use computers rather than
programming them in Harrow LEA schools/colleges. Interestingly, I was barred from training any
primary school teacher because I had never taught in that educational sector. The most common
activity undertaken by their pupils on the BBC microcomputer was word-processing. The second most
common was mathematical drilling/testing. You can’t get away from computers and mathematics!
Skill based definitions of syllabi became all the rage. By 1987, BTEC
had introduced core skills of Communication, Numeracy and IT into
all their courses at all three levels of General, Intermediate and
Advanced. In the early 1990’s, the government was pushing for the
introduction of the same Key Skills into ‘A’ Level courses whether they
contained English Literature, Mathematics, Computer Science or
Information Technology. Joe Bloggs was attending evening classes in
CLAIT, Word Processing, Spreadsheets and Databases. By 1996, the
Internet was in school and college libraries. It was beginning to appear
in public libraries whose staff had obtained a European Computer
Driving Licence (EU equivalent of CLAIT) whilst some homecomputer enthusiasts possessed “dial-up” facilities.
Thus, on
retirement in 1997, I could safely state that the original “Computer
Education for ALL” proposed in 1964 had actually been achieved.

Jasmine Reeks – Membership Secretary
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Again, it is with sadness that I heard about the death of one of our members just as we were going to
print last month. Diana Wade passed away. She had been a member since 2009.
Birthday Greetings to all you February babies – in our family my husband on the 16th. Enjoy your
other celebrations too. My parents would have been married 74 years ago on the 1st February – a sad
memory is reading my mother’s diary after she passed away, when it mentioned that she had been a
widow longer than a wife.

YARN CRAFTERS
I am still knitting but of course, the hospital is not taking donations, at the moment. The box is full
and I have moved on to a drawer in a daughter’s room.

FAMILY HISTORY & LOCAL HISTORY
We have taken the plunge and produced our first Local History Zoom lecture in January and have
three more in the pipeline from members, the first of which we are co-hosting with the History of
Transport Group. Actually, I think we hijacked it! Look out for the email to Local History Group &
History of Transport Members. If any general members would like to partake, please email Simon and
he will send you the link. 25th February 10.30 Railways of Aylesbury Vale given by Cyril Parsons.

LOCKDOWN ACTIVITIES
We are still pounding the local streets for our daily exercise. No “exotic” birds this month but the
stalwarts of blackbirds, starlings, the odd robin (no the robin is not odd), vociferous sparrows, the odd
unidentified tit (nippy little blighters so we can’t be more specific) and fat pigeons.
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Tony Vickers
ELOPEMENT IN THE 19TH CENTURY
“Your father’s choice for the bridal bed is a grave old churl with a silvered head”
Anvil Wedding
Gretna Green

In 1859 the law on elopement was especially penal. If a married woman eloped
with a lover, the lover was deemed guilty of stealing the articles taken away from
the husband’s house. Articles meant the wife, the clothes she wore and her
wardrobe. Prosecution invariably followed.
Elopement was a complicated business in the 19th century, with many hopes of
an exciting and love-enriched life ending very much in tears and despair.
Running off together revealed disparities of station and wealth, pursuits by
enraged fathers and private detectives, family ruptures and disownment, plus
carefully planned deception, trysts and loss of face.
Newspapers and penny dreadfuls loved it all, presenting sensational scandals as
legitimate journalism.

Lurid headlines such as these sold papers!
One of Brigham Young’s Numerous Daughters’ Elopes; Sandwich Congregational Minister Elopes with
Mayor’s Daughter; Shock as Heiress weds Coachman; Lieutenant Elopes with Colonel’s Wife; Princess
Elopes with a Porter; Coloured Lion Tamer and Bishop Auckland Landlady Elope; Elderly Lord
Erskine, Lord Chancellor, marries young maid at Gretna; Earl’s Daughter Elopes with Organist;
Wealthy Heiress elopes with Valet to the Earl; Young Marquis of Waterford flees to Paris with Wealthy
MP’s Young Wife; Parties in Highest Circles of Liverpool Society Elope; Duke of Buckingham stops
Daughter’s Wedding Service at last moment. Gymnast Professor elopes to Nice with Duke’s Daughter.
Sensational scandals or legitimate journalism?
In 1871 a promising young pianist was engaged by the Earl of Gainsborough to teach his daughter
Blanche, described as ‘a petite blond of great refinement’. An attachment soon formed, the Earl refused
his consent, and the besotted couple fled to Dublin, then New York. The happy groom’s career
subsequently blossomed.
In Devonport in 1883 a married Salvation Army Captain eloped with an 18 year-old girl on a London
train. He told his unsuspecting wife he had been summoned to London for a special ceremony where he
would receive the prestigious title of ‘Major’.
Press Reports circulated in Margate in early 1899 that four sea nymphs had emerged at night from the
waters of the English Channel and then eloped with two local bakers and two local dignitaries (all
married). They were never seen again.
On the basis of news travels slowly, in 1897 a ‘fair lady student’ at Bangor University failed to return
to her studies after a Christmas visit to her parents. Some weeks passed by until her parents learned
she had eloped to America with a well-known local dignitary. She preferred love to learning.
Daughter (1896) proudly announced to her very mean father she had eloped. ‘Yes, I had heard’, he
replied, ‘Well, that lets me out of the cost of the wedding’.
In 1850, two former sweethearts and now widowed, walked from Penrith workhouse to marry in Gretna
Green. They were paupers and had no money to pay the hefty marriage fee. However, the priest took
pity, waived his fee and married them. They walked back to Penrith, by that time ‘completely dished
up’, re-entered the workhouse and then were separated under the strict ‘no cohabitation’ rules.
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In a bizarre case, three elopements occurred in one week in Chesterfield in 1879. One involved
a carter’s wife who eloped with a well-known bookkeeper. Her effigy was later burned outside
her house by aggrieved neighbours.
Money for old rope?
One firm (Coates for Ropes) advertised rope ladders to help young women escape from their
father’s unyielding clutches. A 16 stone woman in Bristol failed to secure her rope and fell off,
delaying the planned wedding. Numerous false and fake elopement notices (pre-Trump) were
maliciously printed in The Times, followed by a vigorous denial. Turning to America, records
show that between 1870 and 1914 at least 266 Protestant ministers abandoned their livings, left
their homes and families and eloped with women who were not their wives. This presented the
press with a golden opportunity to discredit religious elites. They were far less interested to
know ‘whether in the calmer days of marriage the charm of fervour continues’.
Remember, in the early 19th Century, the Church of England allowed boys at 14-years-old and girls at
12-years-old to marry provided they had parental consent. Thus, establishing the “two-year rule”
between ages of consent. Even, in 1964, when the age of consent was the same for both sexes, Carol’s
local Vicar was pleased that I was two years older than her (Editor)!

April Smart - Webmaster
FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
The Family History Group is meeting once a month via Zoom. We are getting more experienced
in getting the best from Zoom now and have discovered that it works very well for us. For
example, we were able to share our screens to show each other photos and census returns we've
found. After seeing examples of what some of us have found through having a DNA test, another
member is going to get hers done.
The next meeting via Zoom is at 2.00 on Wednesday 3rd March. Please contact me in advance
if you want to join us.

WRITERS GROUP
The writer’s group is unable to meet in person due to the lockdown but zoom meetings can be
arranged if there is enough interest. In the meantime, the Facebook u3a group In My Own
Write is proving very interesting. Contact April Smart 07816 295223 or email
apriltruscottsmart@gmail.com

Webmaster Needed
We are looking for volunteers to help with administering and amending the Mid-Bucks
(Aylesbury) u3a website. The main tasks are uploading the newsletter to the right place and
updating the groups pages with the next meeting dates and talk title once a month. From time
to time you'll also need to make changes, for example if new committee members are elected
following the AGM. You will need a working knowledge of Wordpress or be willing to learn
it. For more information contact April Smart, preferably by email because my poor hearing
makes phone calls difficult. Apriltruscottsmart@gmail.com or phone 07816295223.
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Simon Reeks – Gadget Group
In these socially distanced lockdown times there has
been a growing need for IT related help and advice,
ranging from antivirus renewals through failing Wifi to
“reluctant” Sky accounts. Please contact me on any
(non-Apple) “gadget” subject and I will try to do my
best for you - 01296 482735 or chairman@u3a.co
Conmen and scammers have increased their activities
during lockdown. The basic rule is to not give ANY
personal information, in person or online, to anybody
that contacts you direct -only release information where
you have initiated the contact to known bona fide people
/ organisations. If you have the remotest doubt, contact
family / friends to discuss before going any further.

The quiz below is for entertainment only – no prizes!
Film Title Quiz – Answers Next Month
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

London station (10)
Person with BA or BSc? (3,8)
Going forwards in reverse (4,2,3,6)
Did she rule a continent? (3,7,5)
In pursuit of an antelope (3,4,6)
Formal headgear (3,3)
2 decades ago, journey up above (4,1,5,7)
A dozen irate chaps (6,5,3)
Eight-legged moggy (9)
Compass setting? (5,2,5-4)
Blown away! (4,4,3,4)
Very, very quiet little sheep (3,7,2,3,5)
Wind-up fruit (1,9,6)
Valentine sent by Putin? (4,6,4,4)
Big! (5)
Even bigger! (7)
Is bugle used for this film? (1,1,5)
Not down, but….? (2)
Parts of your tack caught fire (7,7)
Read it in Genesis (3,5,3)
They’ll break your spirit (12)
Numbers are obscure (6.7)
As Hal encountered this woman. (4,5,3,5)
Down by the docks (2,3,10)
Belle from the USA (8,6)
The White House? Wrong continent! (10)
Sprinter with a knife (5,6)

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Celestial birth? (1,4,2,4)
We prefer it cold, but…. (4,4,2,3)
A cigar ad? (6)
Strike over a chocolate bar (6,2,3,6)
Roundabout (8)
Heights make one dizzy (7)
A peer with gymnastic talent (3,4,2,3,5)
Tale from the nursery (3,5)
Ruler of the Jungle (3,4,4)
Rich animal from poorest part of the city
(7,11)
Cabbie! (4,6)
Bovine male is extremely cross (6,4)
Dad of the deities (3,9)
The demise of a snide avian beast
(2,4,1,11)
Carolling in inclement weather (7,2,3,4)
Something to listen to (3,5,2,5)
Marvellous septet (3,11,5)
A quartet of matches and one despatch
(4,8,3,1,7)
Large-scale bid for freedom (3,5,6)
Done by a bee? (3,5)
Up above came down to earth (7)
The ruler and myself (3,4,3,1)
Snow on the 25th! (5,9)

Next Contribution Date Friday 12th March
Contributions Welcome from ALL Members
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MID-BUCKS (AYLESBURY) u3a
2021 Annual General Meeting
The Twenty-fifth Annual General Meeting of Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a will take place on

Thursday 21st May 2021
Commencing at 2pm by Zoom

AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 16th May 2019
3. Matters Arising
4. Chairman’s Report
5. Treasurer’s Report & Accounts for the period ended 31st March 2019/2020 &
2020/2021
6. Election of Chairman
7. Election of Officers
8. Election of Committee Members
9. Appointment of an Examiner for the Accounts 2022
10. Vote of thanks to retiring Committee members

.................
Once prepared, copies of the Accounts will be available on request from the Secretary,
together with 2019 Minutes. Note that there was no AGM in 2020.
For those persons who do not wish to participate in Zoom, the form overleaf may be
completed and sent to the secretary by post or email.

MID-BUCKS (AYLESBURY) u3a ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021
Extract from the Constitution of Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a

4. MANAGEMENT
The management of the u3a shall be vested in a Committee consisting of the members whose
duty it shall be to carry out its general policy and to provide for the administration, management and
control of the affairs and property of the u3a.

4.1

(i) The Committee shall consist of at least five and not more than ten members (excluding
those who are co-opted) including the principal officers- (Chairman, Vice-Chairman,
Secretary and Treasurer). The principal officers shall be elected at an Annual General
Meeting.

4.2

The election of members of the Committee shall be held at the Annual General Meeting of
the u3a.
(iv) Officers shall serve for a maximum period of three years. Retiring officers may stand for
re-election, provided that no-one may hold the office of Chairman or Vice-Chairman for
more than three consecutive years without an intervening period of at least one year,
except that a retiring Vice-Chairman may stand immediately for the post of Chairman.

Current committee members:
Simon Reeks Chairman
Geoffrey Short Vice Chairman
David Mummery Secretary
David Wilson Treasurer
Jasmine Reeks Membership Secretary
Jane Elliston Speakers Organiser
Val Blackburn Liaison Officer
Michael Walden Trips Organiser
Jim Wilding Accessibility & Members’ Rep
Chris Blaik Asst Trips Organiser
April Smart Webmaster

Nominations are required for the following positions:
1: Chairman; 2: Vice-Chairman; 3: Secretary; 4: Treasurer; 5-10: Six Committee
Members. You may make nominations for as many positions as you wish
NOMINATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE 2021/2022
The following members of the Mid-Bucks (Aylesbury) u3a are nominated for election to the positions indicated at the
Annual General Meeting to be held on Thursday 20th May 2021. The members concerned have verbally agreed to serve
if elected.
POSITION

PERSON
NOMINATED (ACCEPTANCE
AGREED VERBALLY)
(BLOCK CAPITALS)

PROPOSER
(BLOCK CAPITALS)

SECONDER
(BLOCK CAPITALS)

PLEASE NOTE: All nominations are to be returned to David Mummery, 4 Windermere Close, Aylesbury,
HP21 7HP not later than Thursday, 6th May 2021 by post or emailed to secretary@u3a.co

Thames Valley Network

From Brunel to Eden
A celebration of the Art of Engineering

Thursday, 11th March 2021 at 10.30 to 12.30 on Zoom

Following on from the extremely popular study days on architecture, one of our u3a members,
Bjorn Watson BSc MSc, MICE, CEng, has kindly offered to talk about the great 19th Century
engineers and how they inspired 20th century structural engineering. Bjorn is a retired consulting
civil and structural engineer who has specialised in concrete and seismic engineering and was a
director of one of the leading engineering consultancies in the country. He has worked on many
high profile projects including the Eden Project, the Lloyd’s Register of Shipping Building in the
City of London and the Central Business Exchange in Milton Keynes.
Since retiring Bjorn has developed his interest in the history of architecture and engineering and
lectured to a number of organisations including several professional groups, U3A and Probus
Clubs. This promises to be a very interesting day indeed.
Programme (The link will be live from 10.00 a.m.)
10.30
The work of some the great civil engineers of the 19th century.
11.15
Questions and answers
SHORT BREAK
11.30
The creative work of some leading 20th century structural engineers.
12.15
Questions and answers

There is no fee for this event as Bjorn is a u3a member.
Please book electronically by clicking on the ‘TICKETSOURCE’ icon
immediately below the event on www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk This is by far the
best and easiest option. You will receive an acknowledgement immediately
and the Zoom link a few days before the event.
If you experience any difficulty, please email the organiser Margaret Sherrington at
msherrington2@aol.com with your name and the u3a to which you belong.

Closing date for applications is Thursday, 4th March
If you have not received the Zoom link by midday on 10th March please email the organiser as
above.
To receive notification of forthcoming TVN events as soon as they are published please email
events_info@u3atvnetwork.org.uk

Thames Valley Network

Women in Art and Photography

Wednesday, March 24th 2021 at 10.30 on Zoom

Reading by Berthe Morisot

Alice Liddell by Julia Margaret Cameron

This event consists of two lectures kindly presented to us by Keith
Appleby. Keith taught Art and Design and Photography before
managing a large Creative Arts Faculty. He also taught Photography to
degree level. He now sculpts three-dimensional work in wood and
exhibits regularly with the Oxford Sculptors Group and Henley Arts and
Crafts Guild. He is known to many in TVN for his last presentation to us
in December on Art v Photography.
Programme:
10.15-10.30 Zoom open for entry to the meeting
10.30 -11.20 Part 1: Women in Art – a look at the way in which women
have established themselves as artists and gained
recognition from the Renaissance to the present day.
11.20 -11.30 BREAK
11.30 -12.15 Part 2: An exploration of the way in which women made a
significant contribution to the evolution of photography
from its inception.
12.15-12.30 Questions and discussion
There is no fee for this event as Keith is a u3a member.
You can book either electronically on www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk
or
By emailing your name and the u3a to which you belong to the
organiser Gill LeDu: gill.ledu@btinternet.com
The Zoom link will be circulated a few days before the event, If you have
not received it by noon on 23rd March please email Gill immediately.
Closing Date for applications is Monday, 15th March

